Origin of the iris sphincter muscle in chick embryo.
The origin of the iridial sphincter muscle in chick embryo was investigated by means of immunohistochemistry. Desmin immunoreactive cells are shown in the mesenchymal stroma overlying the anterior epithelial layer of the iris in 4 1/2-day chick embryos. In 9-11-day chick embryos also some cells of the posterior epithelium near the pupillary margin, and of the iridial lamella show a slighter desmin-immunoreactivity. This finding agrees with a double origin of the iridial sphincter muscle: an early mesenchymal one and a later epithelial other.